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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 17732 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, TH 

SUBJECT: WEAPONS RANGES IN THAILAND 
REF: BANGKOK 17166 

t TEMPORARY APPROVAL TO USE UDORN EMERGENCY JETTISON 
AREA AS JOINT USE TACTICAL WEAPONS RANGE (REFTEL) 

WAS ON THE BASIS OF STATE/DOD GUIDANCE WHICH WAS 
REFLECTED IN EMBASSY MOMORANDUMS TO LTG KRIANGSAK. 
PERTINENT PORTIONS OF THESE LATEST MEMORANDUMS ARE QUOTED 
BELOW TO CLARIFY EXACTLY WHAT WAS APPROVED BY RTG. 

2. ON JUNE 12 WE WROTE: QUOTE. AFTER THROUGH EVALUATION OF 
ALL TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, THERE IS, HOWEVER, STILL A NEED 
FOR AN ADDITIONAL JOINT AIR-TO-GROUND TACTICAL WEAPONS 
TRAINING AREA TO ACCOMMODATE TRAINING REQUIRED BY THE 
RTAF/UIVF. 

3. THIS AREA WOULD DIFFER FROM CHANDY IN THAT ALL 
PRACTICE BOMBING WOULD USE INERT ORDNANCE, WOULD NOT 
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POINTS/DERELICT VEHICLES WERE PUT IN AREA, ONLY 
PERIODIC VISISTS WOULD BE REQUIRED TO RENEW TARGETS. 
OUR EVALUATION INDICATES THAT THE CURRENTLY APPROVED 
UDORN JETTISON AREA WOULD BE SUITABLE AS A JOINT 
TACTICAL WEAPONS RANGE. TARGETS WOULD BE PLACED AND 
ORDNANCE IMPACT LIMITED TO THE CURRENT AREA; HOWEVER. 
TO PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL SAFETY BUFFER ZONE, WE 
WOULD PROPOSE AN EXPANSION OF THE CURRENT AREA. 

END QUOTE. 

4. ON AUGUST 14 WE REITERATED OUR URGENT REQUIREMENT 
BUT WITHDREW REQUEST FOR EXPANDED BUFFER ZONE: QUOTE. 
WITH THE CESSATION OF BOMBING ON 15 AUGUST, THE 
REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN AIR CREW TACTICAL BOMBING 
PROFICIENCY ON RANGES BECOMES ESSENTIAL. ALTHOUGH 
THE JOINT USE OF CHANDY RANGE AS CURRENTLY APPROVED 
WILL SATISFY SCOREABLE REQUIREMENTS, THERE WILL ALSO 
BE AN URGENT NEED TO EXERCISE AIR TO-GROUND COMBAT 
TECHNIQUES ON A TACTICAL WEAPONS RANGE. AS ORDNANCE 
USED WHILE TRAINING ON A TACTICAL WEAPONS RANGE IS 
ALL INERT, THE PRESENTLY APPROVED UDORN JETTISON AREA 
IS ACCEPTABLE AND SAFE WITHOUT EXPANSION TO PROVIDE A 
BUFFER ZONE AS PREVIOUSLY PROPOSED. END QUOTE. 
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